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C. W. Penny who was Benson's right-hand man, To the in-
formation so gained he has added an insight into what the life of
the school then was, partly from an account written by one of the
first boys to be educated there and partly from his own experience.
He brings the history of the school down to 1875, ^us dealing
with the first two years under the regime of the Rev, E. C.
Wickham, later Dean of Lincoln, by which time Wellington may
be considered to have established itself.
The whole is the study of a great work carried out under many
difficulties.
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Among the pioneers of modern mountaineering who achieved
the conquest of the Alps in the fifties and sixties of the last
century, there is no more interesting figure than that of Francis
Fox Tuckett, There were others who rivalled his renown as a
climber, but he was, by common consent, pre-eminent among
them all for the wide extent of his range. The names of many
of his famous contemporaries are associated with a single district
or a single mountain ; he alone scoured the Alps from end to end,
from Mont Pelvoux and Monte Viso to the Terglou and the
Dachstein; and wherever he went he left an abiding; mark upon
climbing history. His contributions to the publications of the
Alpine Club were of course numerous, but he never produced any
complete account of his wanderings, and the only book which
bears his name is a German translation of a collection of his
principal papers. The present volume contains his contemporary
diaries during the whole of his climbing career in the Alps, and
these are supplemented, during many seasons, by letters also
written at one time, which record his adventures and impressions
with delightful vigour and freshness. It may safely be said that
since Whymper's "Scrambles" and Sir Leslie Stephen's
" Playground of Europe," no contribution to early Alpine history
has appeared which at all approaches this work in interest and
importance. The Diaries have been edited by the Rev, W, A. B.
Coolidge, whose unrivalled knowledge of Alpine literature is too
well-known to need further mention.

